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As the Dominican Republic moves into a pre-electoral period in anticipation of new presidential
elections in 1996, the country is faced with growing political and social upheaval. The political
crisis has its roots in the fraudulent 1994 elections. However, the parties have already begun
maneuvering for position for the next balloting, largely ignoring the escalating social ills. To end
the crisis following the tainted May 1994 elections and allow President Joaquin Balaguer to take
office despite widespread evidence of fraud, an agreement was worked out in August 1994 between
Balaguer and opposition parties. According to the Pact for Democracy, Balaguer's term of office was
shortened from four to two years, new elections were set for 1996, and Balaguer was not eligible to
run again (see NotiSur, 06/24/94, 07/22/94, and 8/05/94). The 89-year-old Balaguer, who is blind and
in ill health, is in his seventh term as president. His margin of victory in 1994, even by government
figures, was less than 1% (see NotiSur, 05/20/94).
Despite the pact's provisions, on Aug. 26, a faction of the governing Partido Reformista Social
Cristiano (PRSC) registered Balaguer as a candidate in the party's open primary to be held in
October, setting off uneasiness in political circles, including within the PRSC. Later, a government
spokesperson said Balaguer had not agreed to be registered, and would not run. According to polls,
the leftist Partido de la Liberacion Dominicana (PLD) is gaining in popularity, after the decisive
defeat of long-time PLD leader Juan Bosch in the 1994 elections, in which he took less than 13% of
the vote. The 86-year-old Bosch has since retired from politics.
A poll by the US firm Global Strategy Group showed the PLD now has the support of 30% of
Dominicans. The poll was carried out to preview voter preference for next May's presidential
elections. The leading presidential candidate in the poll was the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano
(PRD)'s Jose Francisco Pena Gomez, with 36%, followed by 43-year-old PLD lawyer Leonel
Fernandez. In third and fourth places were two contenders for the PRSC nomination, Vice President
Jacinto Peynado and Foreign Minister Carlos Morales Troncoso, with 15% and 11%, respectively.
Since winning his party's nomination, Fernandez has campaigned extensively throughout the
country, with impressive results. Pena Gomez, who many observers contend won the 1994 elections,
charges that the government has been helping Fernandez to weaken the PRD.
On Aug. 16, the PRSC and the PLD joined forces to assume control of both houses of the legislature.
As a result of the alliance, the PRSC's Amable Aristy Castro was elected president of the Senate,
while the Chamber of Deputies elected the PLD's Ramon Fadul as its president. In the bicameral
Congress, the PRD is the single strongest party. In the 30-member Senate, the PRD has 15 seats,
and in the 120-member Chamber of Deputies, it has 57. The PRSC has 14 senate seats and 50 seats
in the Chamber, while the PLD has one senate seat and 13 Chamber posts. The opposition PRD
complained that the cooperation between the other two parties forecast a "holy alliance" being
constructed by the PRSC and the PLD for the next elections, scheduled for May 1996.
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Meanwhile, while politicians anticipate next year's elections, the country continues to be shaken
by the most serious social and labor problems in decades, according to analysts and commentators.
Major power outages have caused many factories and businesses to fold and have hurt the lucrative
tourist industry, bringing angry charges of incompetence and corruption against government
officials. The inadequacy of public services, rising public transportation fares, and labor disputes
have resulted in frequent, and often violent, protests and demonstrations (see NotiSur, 05/11/95).
The latest conflict, in the important sugar industry, resulted in at least two deaths and dozens of
injuries and arrests in four days of protests in early September. The riots were set off after the
government announced a 60-day layoff of 12,700 sugar workers nationwide.
On Sept. 10, the government responded to the escalating violence by militarizing four state-owned
sugar refineries. The national social problems are causing increasing concern within civic and
religious sectors. On July 8, the Bishops' Conference of the Catholic Church said the country was
"paralyzed." The bishops said the Dominican Republic is now "stagnant, lethargic, disconnected,
out of control, lacking vitality and dynamism, and left to the random interests and passions of the
citizens." (Sources: Notimex, 08/28/95; Reuter, 07/11/95, 08/24/95, 08/26/95, 08/29/95; Associated
Press, 09/10/95; Agence France-Presse, 07/08/95, 08/08/95, 08/16/95, 09/10/95, 09/11/95)
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